Folklore and Fable in the Sudan
been a man standing on his two feet ? " Graybeards and
sheikhs testified to the wizard's possession of such powers,
and though the law punished him, the slayer was regarded
by general opinion as a public benefactor who had ridded
the world of a pest.
Belief in such were-animals is common in the pagan
south, and has been reported from many other parts of
Africa. In the northern Sudan the incoming Arab tribes
may have inherited it from the aboriginals whom they
absorbed. The ba'ati, or ghoul of Kordofan, is of a rather
different category, resembling the true jinn.
A much-debated point was the possibility of marriage
between human beings and the Jinn. Damiri discusses
the point at length and, on the strength of the Koranic
text, " whom neither man nor jinn has deflowered,"
decided that it can occur. The belief occurs in the Sudan.
In Omdurman there are said to be women who have
never been able to get married because of the belief that
they have had intercourse with the Jinn, and I am further
informed that there are families in the Sudan who are
supposed to have Jinn amongst their ancestors who can
be invoked by them to aid them in their enterprises,
somewhat in the manner of Aladdin. There is also a
story ascribing the original inhabitants of Suakin to a
union between the White Jinn of the Sea and seven
beautiful damsels who were being taken from Abyssinia
for the special delectation of the Sultan. Their ship being
wind-bound, they were allowed by the Wazir in charge of
them, as a relief from the monotony of shipboard, to
spend the night on the apparently deserted island, where
their charms fell victim to the invisible spirits of the sea.
Traditionally, the mother of Bilkis, that Queen of Sheba
who visited Solomon, was a jinniya, while the mysterious
Dhu'I Qarnain was similarly born.
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